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Academic Standards
The following degree requirements apply to all students proceeding to
a degree through Atkinson. It is the responsibility of the student to
ensure that courses are selected in accordance with current degree/
certificate and program requirements.

_____________________________________________________

A. General

The following regulations apply to students taking courses at
Atkinson. Applicants seeking admission are referred to the
Regulations Governing Admission to Atkinson of York University.

1. All students are required to:

(a) observe the regulations of Atkinson and the University. Changes
become effective as announced.

(b) maintain a satisfactory standard of work. All term work must be
submitted by the dates specified by the course director. Normally all
term work must be submitted before the day of examination.

(c) have discharged all financial liability to the University prior to
graduation.

2. Candidates admitted to an Atkinson Degree program are
required to:

(a) have been admitted to York University as degree students.

(b) satisfy all the co- and prerequisite(s) for courses selected for
enrolment.

(c) satisfy the program and degree requirements for one of the
following degrees:

BA

BA (Honours)

BAS

BAS (Honours)

BHRM

BHRM (Honours)

BHS (Honours)

BSc

BSc (Honours)

BScN (Honours)

BSW (Honours)

3. Choice of major program. Students can obtain sample programs
of study outlining the degree, certificate and program requirements
from the Office of Student and Academic Services, Room 123, 416-
736-5222. FAX: 416-736-5923.

4. Major disciplines not offered in Atkinson. Students may choose
a major discipline not listed in Atkinson’s offerings but available in
another academic division of York University. The approval of the
Office of Student and Academic Services and the appropriate Chair in
the other academic division is required.

5. Course Numbering. Courses listed in this Calendar have the form:
AK/ADMS 2500 3.0 which contains the following key parts: AK = the
designation of the Faculty offering the course (here, Atkinson); ADMS
= the prefix of the teaching unit offer ing the course (here,
Administrative Studies); 2500 = the number of the course, the first digit
identifies the level of the course (here, 2nd year); and 3.0 = the suffix
indicating the 'credit value' of the course.

6. Credit Value of Courses. 3 credit courses have the suffix "3.0",
signifying a credit value of 3; most meet three hours per week for one
term. 6 credit courses have the suffix "6.0", signifying a credit value of
6; most meet three hours per week for two terms.
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7. Residency Requirement. In order to be eligible to receive a
degree from Atkinson, at least 30 credits not used toward another
academic program are to be taken at York University. Major
requirements: at least half (50%) of each Atkinson major requirement
must be taken at Atkinson. (Note: the major requirement will vary in
accordance with the number of credits required by each program.
Residency requirements for the BSc degree may include 3000- or
4000-level Faculty of Science courses.

8. Cross-Listed Courses. Some courses in Atkinson are cross-listed:
that is, they are offered jointly by two or more academic units/
Faculties.

(a) Cross-listed courses may not be double counted in order to fulfill
degree requirements;

(b) Cross-listed courses may not be used to fulfill Outside Elective
requirements in the programs offering the cross-listing. For example,
AK/SOSC 3370 6.0 may not count as an Outside Elective for students
majoring in Women’s Studies, and AK/WMST 3370 6.0 may not count
as an Outside Elective for students majoring in Social Science. In the
Liberal Studies program, cross-listed courses may not be used to
exceed 24 credits from any one discipline.

9. Students who do not wish to pursue a degree program may
request admission to the University under one of the following Non-
degree categories:

(a) special students: university degree holders doing post-degree
courses for their own interest or for professional upgrading; 

(b) students on a Letter of Permission from their home institution.

Special students admitted to Atkinson may:

(i) enrol in degree credit courses providing they meet the
published co- and prerequisite(s), or obtain permission of the
Chair of the discipline concerned;

(ii) not register in a course equivalent to one already completed.

10. Audit a Course. With the permission of a course director, an
auditor attends classes and participates in a course in the same way
as other students, but does not submit assignments or write tests or
examinations. Further information about admissibility, application
procedures, courses available, and fees may be obtained at the Office
of the Registrar, West Office Building, 416-736-5440.

11. Enrolment and Registration. Enrolment and Registration should
not be confused. They are two separate actions which are defined as
follows:

a. Enrolment: Students who are eligible to enter or proceed, enrol
by placing themselves in courses, using the York Enrolment System,
in accordance with the regulations of the Faculty and its teaching
units.

b. Registration: Students register by paying tuition fees for
courses in which they are enrolled, in accordance with the regulations
of the Office of the Registrar. Only when students have registered do
they receive a Sessional Identification Card which, when used in
conjunction with the YorkCard, entitles them to use the libraries and
other University services. Students who are not registered in a course
are not entitled to have their work in the course graded.

12. Course Conflict. Course conflicts occur when students enrol in
more than one course on the same day and time in the same
academic session. It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that his/her
schedule is conflict-free and adjust their course enrolments
accordingly.

13. Repeating Courses:

(a) Students are allowed to retake a failed course once for academic
degree or certificate credit. Students can retake a passed course once
for academic degree or certificate credit, only if the student has failed
to achieve sufficient standing to proceed in a core or prerequisite
course in a degree or certificate program and if no alternative
remedies are provided (e.g. alternate qualifying exam). Students
3
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should note that course availability and space considerations may
preclude the possibility of repeating a course in the Session they
choose. 

(b) When a student is allowed to repeat a course for academic degree
or certificate credit, both grades are calculated into the grade point
average. A course can be credited only once towards satisfaction of
degree or certificate academic credit requirements.

(c) Failed or passed courses which are repeated will be included on
the transcript with the original grade. Courses which have been
repeated will have the notation ‘NCR’ (no credit retained).
Clarification: in the interests of clarity, this notation will be changed to
‘REP’ (Repeated) and will be noted beside the first occurrence of the
course on a transcript. 

(d) BSW majors who receive a failing grade in AK/SOWK 4000 6.0,
may be permitted to enrol in a second and final field placement only
upon agreement of the majority of the full-time Social Work faculty.

14. Second degrees

(a) A student holding a university undergraduate degree may apply for
admission to studies leading to a second degree. Such students must
be admissible to Atkinson.

(b) Atkinson graduates may apply for entry into a second Bachelor
degree program or they may request reclassification of their Bachelor
degree to Honours* (see Section D). A minimum of 30 NEW credits
must be completed for a second Bachelor or Honours degree at York
University (same or different major) including half the major from
Atkinson. The general regulations on advanced standing would apply
in all cases. The maximum number of new courses is also determined
by the degree and program requirements of Atkinson.

* The residency requirement for Atkinson graduates proceeding to a
first Honours degree in the same major must still be satisfied,
including the residency requirement in the major.

15. Subsequent degrees. Students wishing to pursue a third or
subsequent undergraduate degree must petition the Office of the
Faculty Council (see Section G) for permission. It is the responsibility
of the student to justify his/her desire to enter a third or subsequent
undergraduate degree program, and to demonstrate why his/her
educational aims could not be fulfilled in a non-degree or graduate
program.

16. Courses Taken Outside Atkinson

York University Courses. Atkinson degree candidates may enrol in
courses offered by other York University faculties provided they meet
the publicized co- and/or prerequisite(s). Students are responsible for
ensuring that these out-of-Faculty courses meet Atkinson degree and
program requirements.

Non-York Courses. Atkinson degree students may request a Letter
of Permission to complete course work at another recognized
institution of higher learning. In the case of non-Atkinson
correspondence courses a maximum of twelve credits are allowed in
a degree program. Students in non-degree programs, i.e. special
students, are not eligible for Letters of Permission.

It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that:

i) courses completed on a Letter of Permission meet her/his
program requirements;

ii) an official transcript is forwarded to the Office of the Registrar
as soon as final grades are available.

General Information and Regulations:

• submit Letter of Permission request to the Office of the Registrar,
West Office Building;

• approval for courses must be granted prior to taking courses at
external institutions;

• students must be in good academic standing in order to be
approved for a Letter of Permission;
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• if a student does not register for the courses or if he/she does not
complete the approved courses, the student must provide the
Office of the Registrar with documentation from the host
institution declaring that the student did not register at that
institution or withdrew from the courses without academic
penalty;

• grades for courses taken at external institutions are not listed on
York University transcripts and are not included in the calculation
of the York grade point average;

• Letters of Permission may be granted for courses accepted for
credit in a degree program at the host institution;

• a Letter of Permission will not be issued to a student proceeding
with an academic warning. If a student receives an academic
warning, or is ineligible to proceed at the conclusion of the
current session, the Letter of Permission will be rescinded;

• students holding a valid Letter of Permission must arrange for an
official transcript to be sent to the Office of the Registrar once the
course has been completed at the host institution. Credit is
granted when an approved course is successfully completed,
with a minimum grade of C (60%). A C+ (65%) is required for
major courses in the BAS and all Honours programs.

Note 1: Although course credits earned at previous institutions of
higher learning are transferred and eligible credits recorded on the
student's academic record at York University, the grades earned in
these courses are not transferred or recorded. Only the grades
earned at York University are used in computing the classification of a
student's degree.

Note 2: Students who receive a Letter of Permission to take their last
course(s) at another institution should not, normally, expect to
graduate at the Convocation directly following the session in which the
Letter of Permission was issued.

17. Faculty Transfers

Students who were last registered in an undergraduate degree
program in another Faculty of York University, and who wish to transfer
to Atkinson must submit a Faculty Transfer Request form (available
from all Faculties, or the Office of the Registrar) to the Office of the
Registrar, West Office Building. Refer to Section D for degree/program
academic standing requirements.

18. Undergraduate Year Level and Student Progress. Definition of
Undergraduate Year Level and Student Progress

Note: Bachelor programs never go beyond Study Level 3, regardless
of number of credits earned.

19. Course Load For Atkinson Students

Fall/Winter Session:

• Students may take up to and including 30 credits without
permission.

• 33 - 35 Credits during the Fall/Winter Session will be approved if
the student has:

(a) at least 30 credits completed at York University.

(b) a cumulative GPA of 7.0.

• 36 - 42 credits may be taken during the Fall/Winter Session if the
student has:

(a) at least 30 credits completed at York University.

(b) a cumulative GPA of 8.0.

Credits Earned  Study Level

0 - to less than 24 credits Year 1

24 - to less than 54 credits Year 2

54 - to less than 84 credits Year 3

84 or more credits Year 4 (Honours programs only)
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Note: Where permission is required, students should first contact the
Office of the Faculty Council.

Winter or Summer Session:

• Students may take up to and including 15 credits* without
permission.

• 18 credits* may be taken during the Summer Session if a student
has:

(a) at least 30 credits completed at York University.

(b) a cumulative GPA of 7.0.

*Only 12 credits may be taken concurrently (except for the Summer
DAY sessions where students are limited to one half or one full course
each term.) See section 12 also.

• 21 credits may be taken during the Summer Session if a student
has:

(a) at least 30 credits completed at York University.

(b) a cumulative GPA of 8.0.

• 24 credits may be taken during the Summer Session if the
student has:

(a) at least 30 credits completed at York University;

(b) a cumulative GPA of 8.0.

Note: Where permission is required, students should first contact the
Office of the Faculty Council.

20. Examinations

Students must write the examinations on the announced dates. 

The language(s) of instruction is (are) normally the language(s) of
examination. Other arrangements may be made in special cases, if
application is submitted to Atkinson at least one month before the
examination.

Some final examinations could take place in a different room and on
a different day from the regularly scheduled class. Check the
published Examination Schedule for a complete list of days and times.

Students who have examination confl icts due to religious
observances can fill out a request to write an examination at another
time. Forms are available in the academic departments. 

21. Deferred standing and aegrotat standing**

Deferred Standing permission for students to defer writing a test or
examination scheduled for one of the formal examination periods or to
complete course work or practica after the Faculty’s deadline for
completion of term work. Missed term work including term tests/
examinations may be made up and arranged directly with the course
director.

Note 1: Atkinson students in York courses other than Atkinson
courses must submit petitions for deferred standing through the Office
of the Faculty Council in accordance with the deadlines/regulations of
the Faculty offering the course.

Note 2: Students who are too ill to attend an examination SHOULD
NOT attempt to do so; they must pursue a deferment.

In cases where students, for reasons of serious illness or injury,
cannot be expected to complete the work for a course, “Aegrotat
Standing” may be granted by a Faculty committee. The grade qualifier
“AEG” appear on the transcript. Aegrotat standing is available only in
instances where deferred standing is not a reasonable option due to
the nature and extent of the student’s illness/injury; Aegrotat Standing
is rarely granted.

22. Grade Reappraisal**

The re-evaluation of tangible work and the grade assigned to it.
Tangible work may include written, graphic, digitized, modelled, video
recording or audio recording formats, but not oral work.
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Note: Students need to be aware that a request for a grade
reappraisal may result in the original grade being raised, lowered or
confirmed.

(**For more information on petitions and reappraisals, refer to Section
G "Petitions, Grade Reappraisals, Appeals", and to the University
policies on Petitions and Reappraisals under the University Policies
and Regulations section of this Calendar.)

______________________________________________________

B. Grading

1. All course grades, including those assigned after a deferred
examination(s) are derived from an evaluation of examination and
term work, unless otherwise decided by the Office of the Faculty
Council on the recommendation of the course director. The weighting
of these two portions is set by the course director and announced
early in the course (See Section C also).

2. With the exception of courses explicitly required for certification by
a professional body, or other exceptions agreed to by Senate,
students pass or fail a course on the basis of final course average,
without the additional requirement of having to obtain a passing grade
on a final examination. (This does not preclude the possibility of a final
examination representing more than 50% of the final grade in a
particular course or the requirement that a student pass a specific
course lab component.)

3. Unless Senate agrees to explicit exemptions, eligibility to proceed
in or graduate from an undergraduate degree program will not be
based on a minimum grade requirement for each major course. (It
should be noted that this does not preclude setting requirements for a
minimum cumulative grade point average in a major or minor subject
area. Nor does this preclude setting individual course grade
requirements when a course is a prerequisite for upper level courses
or as part of a “Core” requirement. Understanding: Certificate
programs, like “core” requirements in undergraduate degree
programs, are not covered by this regulation.)

Course grades are not official until approved by the Committee on
Examinations and Academic Standards.

4. The letter-grade system is the fundamental system of assessment
of performance in undergraduate programs at York University. The
grades are defined as follows:

A+ Exceptional. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques
and exceptional skill or great originality in the use of those concepts,
techniques in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.

A Excellent. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques
together with a high degree of skill and/or some elements of originality
in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.

B+ Very Good. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques
together with a fairly high degree of skill in the use of those concepts,
techniques in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.

B Good. Good level of knowledge of concepts and/or techniques
together with considerable skill in using them to satisfy the
requirements of an assignment or course.

C+ Competent. Acceptable level of knowledge of concepts and/or
techniques together with considerable skill in using them to satisfy
requirements of an assignment or course.

C Fairly Competent. Acceptable level of knowledge of concepts and/
or techniques together with some skill in using them to satisfy the
requirements of an assignment or course.

D+ Passing. Slightly better than minimal knowledge of required
concepts and/or techniques together with some ability to use them in
satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.
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D Barely Passing.  Minimum knowledge of concepts and/or
techniques needed to satisfy the requirements of an assignment or
course.

E Marginally Failing.

F Failing.

5. Below are the letter grades, and the point values used for
calculating the average performance:

Note: The point values in the last column above are used only in
calculating students’ Grade Point Averages, both sessional and
cumulative; they were not designed to be used to calculate marks in
courses.

6. Percentage Equivalents Grades to Letter: Atkinson uses a letter
grade system of grading. See Section C for information on conversion
from percentages to letter grades within courses.

7. Grade Point Averages (GPA’s): Atkinson calculates Grade Point
Averages for each student by averaging the point values shown in the
last column above, weighted by full and half courses. The averages
are calculated to three decimal points and are rounded up to two
decimal points. (Faculties may elect to have the selected documents
display the grade point average showing either one or two decimal
points of the final calculation.) Three kinds of grade point averages
exist:

(a) Sessional Grade Point Average reflects a student's grades for
a particular academic session (e.g. Fall/Winter 1998-99).

(b) Major Grade Point Average: The Major GPA reflects a
student's academic average in his/her chosen major. (See
Section D for minimum GPA requirements in the major.) 

(c) Cumulative Grade Point Average: The Cumulative GPA is
calculated on all courses relevant to the student's program of
study.  (See Sect ion D for min imum cumulat ive GPA
requirements.)

8. Passed Courses: A passed course is one in which the student has
achieved a grade of D or better. A student who has received a
passing grade for a course may not repeat that course or take an
equivalent or excluded course for degree credit. 

However, students are allowed to retake a passed course once for
academic degree or certificate credit ONLY IF the student has failed
to achieve sufficient standing to proceed in a core or prerequisite
course in a degree or certificate program, and if no alternative
remedies are provided. When a student is allowed to repeat a passed
course for academic degree or certificate credit, both grades are
counted in the Grade Point Average and both grades will be included
on a transcript. A course will only be credited once towards
satisfaction of academic degree or certificate credit requirements.
Passed courses which are repeated will have the notation “REP”
(repeated) beside the first occurrence of the course on a transcript.

LETTER 
GRADE

DEFINITION
POINT 
VALUE

A+ Exceptional 9

A Excellent 8

B+ Very Good 7

B Good 6

C+ Competent 5

C Fairly Competent 4

D+ Passing 3

D Barely Passing 2

E Marginally Failing 1

F Failing 0
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9. Failed Courses: There are two categories of failed grades in
Atkinson: E (marginal failure) and F (failure).

10. Pass/Fail Alternative Grading Option: Students in good
standing who have completed a minimum of 24 credits are allowed to
take up to 12 credits on an ungraded basis (Pass/Fail Alternative
Grading Option) toward an Honours degree or 6 credits toward a
Bachelor degree. The Pass/Fail Alternative Grading Option cannot be
used for courses taken to satisfy major, minor, General Education,
Certificate requirements or 1000-level Science courses.

The ungraded option must be requested from the Course Director/
Instructor on a “Pass/Fail Option Application Form” (available from the
Office of the Registrar, West Office Building) within the first two weeks
of class for the specific course. The completed form must then be
submitted to the Office of Student and Academic Services, Room 123,
Atkinson (for Atkinson students). Students will be notified in writing of
their eligibility or ineligibility.

Reversing: Students who elect to switch back to graded status can do
so up to the last date to drop the course. Written notice must be
received in the Office of the Registrar by this date, using the space
provided on the eligibility letter.

Calculation of Averages and Credits. Courses taken on an
ungraded basis are recorded as either P/Pass or F/Fail. They do not
have grade point values so they cannot be calculated into an average.
P/Pass credits are added into the total number of credits earned and
credits taken. F/Fail credits are added into the total number of credits
failed and credits taken.

Grade Reports and Transcripts. The ungraded option will appear as
either P or F on both grade reports and transcripts.

______________________________________________________

C. Grades in Courses

1. The grading scheme (i.e. kinds and weights of assignments,
essays, exams etc.) is to be announced, and be available in writing,
within the first two weeks of classes.

(a) Feedback: Under normal circumstances, some graded feedback
worth at least 10% of the final grade be received by students in all
courses prior to the final withdrawal date from a course without
receiving a grade, with the following exceptions:

• graduate or senior undergraduate courses where course work
typically, or at the instructor's discretion, consists of a single
piece of work (e.g. honours theses or graduate research papers
not due by the drop date etc.);

• practicum courses;
• ungraded courses;
• courses in Faculties where the drop date occurs within the first

three weeks of classes;
• courses which run on a compressed schedule (a course which

accomplishes its academic credits of work at a rate of one credit
hour per two calendar weeks or faster).

Note: Under unusual and/or unforeseeable circumstances which
disrupt the academic norm, instructors are expected to provide
grading schemes and academic feedback in the spirit of these
regulations, as soon as possible.

(b) Subsequent Changes: In exceptional circumstances, a
previously announced marking scheme for a course may be changed,
but only with the unanimous consent of students; the new marking
scheme must also be distributed in written form.

(c) In courses where percentages are used as a means of reporting
grades on individual pieces of work, the following conversion table is
to be used in converting percentage grades to letter grades, unless
alternative provisions for scaling and/or conversion are announced to
students in writing within the first two weeks of classes.
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2. Students in the Social Work practicum AK/SOWK 4000 6.0 do not
receive a course grade in the manner described above. Course work
is evaluated and recorded as demonstrating one of the two following
levels of performance: "credit", "no credit". Criteria for these grades
are available from the School of Social Work.

3. AK/NURS 3100 9.0 and AK/NURS 4700 6.0 have a practicum
component that is graded as: "pass", "fail". The grade of "pass" must
be achieved for the practicum component in order to receive a grade
for the theoretical component of the course. If the grade for the
practicum component is "fail" then the overall final course grade is "F".

4. AK/NURS 4110 9.0 and AK/NURS 4780 9.0 do not receive a course
grade in the manner described above. Course work is evaluated and
graded as: "credit", "no credit" (pass/fail). Successful completion of all
practicum components is a requirement in the BScN program.

Courses completed at the "credit" level are credited toward the
degree, but are not included in the calculation of the degree's
classification. For purposes of entry and maintenance in the Honours
program a course result of "credit" is an acceptable level of
performance. A course(s) with a grade of "credit" is not used when
calculating grades for graduation. A course result of "no credit" is
treated in the same way as failures in the general grading system
described in (B) above.

Courses which are offered on an ungraded pass/fail basis only, and
where the "fail grade" is to count as zero in the grade point average,
will be designated as Credit/No Credit courses.

______________________________________________________

D. Academic Standing - BA, BAS, 
BHRM, BHS, BSc, BScN and BSW 
Degrees: Entry, Maintenance and 
Graduation

Academic standing depends on several factors including the number
of credits a student has passed, the Grade Point Average achieved
during a particular session (“Sessional Grade Point Average”), the
overall Grade Point Average (“Cumulative Grade Point Average”), and
the overall Major Grade Point Average (“Major Grade Point Average”).

Bachelor Degree (90 Credits)

(a) Entry:

Students admitted to Atkinson are enrolled in the Bachelor program
requested.

Letter 
Grade

% Equivalent

A+ 90-100

A 80-89

B+ 75-79

B 70-74

C+ 65-69

C 60-64

D+ 55-59

D 50-54

E 40-49

F 0-39
   2
(b) Faculty Transfers: 

Students may transfer into an Atkinson Bachelor degree program
provided they meet the minimum academic requirements for the
program requested. 

(c) Change of Major/Degree:

Students may request to change their major/degree at any time
provided they meet the minimum academic requirements for the
program requested. A "Change of Major/Degree" form (available from
the Office of the Registrar, West Office Building) must be completed
and submitted to the Office of Student and Academic Services, Room
123, Atkinson College.

(d) Continuing in a Bachelor/Failure to Maintain Academic
Standing/Re-entry into the Original Program:

Students in the BAS program who fail to maintain the cumulative GPA
of 5.0 will be required to change their degree program. Such students
may re-enter the program once they have attained the required GPA’s
for the program but not after they have completed 90 credits. A
"Change of Major/Degree" form (available from the Office of the
Registrar, West Office Building) must be completed and submitted to
the Office of Student and Academic Services, Room 123, Atkinson.

Students in the BA or BSc program who fail to maintain the minimum
cumulative GPA of 4.0 incur academic penalties described in Section
E.

(e) Graduation:

Graduating with a BA or BSc Degree: Students must pass at least
90 credits that meet Atkinson degree and program requirements. The
cumulative GPA for all courses must be at least 4.0.

Graduating with a BAS Degree: Students must pass at least 90
credits that meet Atkinson degree and program requirements. The
cumulative GPA for all courses must be at least 5.0 with a major GPA
of 5.0.

(f) Additional Credits to Raise GPA for Graduation: 

Students in a BA or BSc degree program who have passed 90 credits
in accordance with Atkinson degree and program requirements, and
whose cumulative GPA is below the requirement for graduation may
attempt to raise their average by taking up to 12 additional credits, to
a maximum of 102 credits. These courses must be above the 1000
level and must be taken at York University. 

Honours Degree (120 Credits)

(a) Entry/Qualifying for Honours:

Students who have graduated from Atkinson with a Bachelor degree
and whose academic standing makes them eligible for Honours may
pursue an Honours degree in the same major but must submit a
request to do so in writing to the Office of the Registrar. 

Students admitted to Atkinson with no previous postsecondary
education are automatically enrolled in an Honours program if they
declare a major.*

Students admitted to Atkinson with previous postsecondary education
are enrolled in the Honours program requested.*

Continuing students are automatically considered to have Honours
standing provided they achieve the minimum cumulative GPA of 5.0.*

(b) Faculty Transfers:

Students will be accepted for transfer to an Atkinson Honours program
provided they have met the minimum cumulative and major GPA’s for
the program.*

(c) Change of Major/Degree:

Students may request to change their major/degree at any time
provided they meet the minimum cumulative and major GPA’s
required for the program requested.* A "Change of Major/Degree"
7
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form (available from the Office of the Registrar, West Office Building)
must be completed and submitted to the Office of Student and
Academic Services, Room 123, Atkinson.

*Note: There are additional entry requirements for the BSW and BScN
programs.

(d) Continuing in Honours/Failure to Maintain Academic
Standing/Re-entry into the Original Program:

Students may continue in an Honours program provided they achieve
the minimum overall cumulative GPA of 5.0.

Students in the BAS Honours programs, upon completion of 90
credits, must have an overall cumulative GPA of 5.0 and a major GPA
of 5.5 to continue in the program.

Students in the BA and BSc programs whose cumulative GPA’s fall
below 5.0 are automatically considered to be in a Bachelor degree
program. If no Bachelor program is available in the discipline or if the
Bachelor degree has been completed, the student will be required to
change his/her major.

Students in the BAS program whose cumulative GPA falls below 5.0
will be required to change their degree programs.

*Students in the BSW program whose cumulative GPA falls below 5.5
(with no major grade below 5.0) will be required to change their
degree program.

*Pending Senate approval.

Students in the BScN program who fall below the cumulative 5.0 GPA
and/or the major GPA of 6.0 or do not achieve a minimum grade of C
in all courses used in the major will be required to change their degree
program.

Students who are ineligible to continue in Honours because their
cumulative and/or major GPA’s have fallen below the requirements
may re-enter their original Honours programs if they raise their GPA’s
to meet the requirements by the time they have successfully
completed their 90 credits. No extra courses may be taken in a
subsequent session in an effort to raise their GPA’s. A "Change of
Major/Degree" form (available from the Office of the Registrar, West
Office Building) must be completed and submitted to the Office of
Student and Academic Services, Room 123, Atkinson.

(e) Graduation:

Graduating in an Honours BA or BSc Degree: Students must pass
at least 120 credits which meet Atkinson degree and program
requirements. The cumulative GPA for all courses must be at least 5.0.

Graduating in an Honours BAS or BSW Degree: Students must
pass at least 120 credits which meet Atkinson degree and program
requirements. The cumulative GPA for all courses must be at least 5.0
with a major GPA of 5.5.

Graduating with an Honours BScN Degree: Students must pass at
least 120 credits which meet Atkinson degree and program
requirements. The cumulative GPA for all courses must be at least 5.0
with a major GPA of 6.0 including a minimum grade of C in all courses
used in the major. 

Option to Graduate with a Bachelor Degree: Students registered in
an Honours degree may opt to graduate with a Bachelor degree if they
fulfill degree and program requirements. Students who wish to take
advantage of this option should fill out the relevant form available from
the Office of the Registrar, West Office Building.

______________________________________________________

E. Academic Penalties

Academic standing depends on several factors, including the number
of courses a student has passed, and the sessional, cumulative and
major GPA's.
   2
Students whose academic record does not meet Faculty or program
standards are subject to the academic penalties of Academic
Warning, Required Withdrawal (suspension), Debarment Warning,
and Debarment.

1. Academic Warning: Students whose cumulative grade point
average falls below 4.0 at the end of any session, or who enter the
Faculty with a grade point average equivalent to less than 4.0 on the
York scale, receive an academic warning. Students on academic
warning must achieve a cumulative grade point average of at least 4.0
within the next 24 credits taken, or earn a sessional grade point
average of at least 5.0 in the session in which that 24th credit is
completed and in each subsequent session until the cumulative
average reaches 4.0, or be required to withdraw.

2. Failure to Maintain Honours Standing: Students whose grade
point average falls below the required honours standing in their
Faculty are not eligible to remain enrolled in the Honours program. 

3. Required Withdrawal: Students on Academic Warning who fail to
meet the requirements set by the Faculty for “removal” of the Warning
or students whose grade point average based on a specified minimum
number of credits taken after admission to the Faculty or whose
number of failures exceeds an acceptable number as specified by the
Faculty are “Required to Withdraw” from the University for one year.
Students who have not been granted a waiver of the required
withdrawal must apply to have their student status reactivated in order
to resume studies in a session subsequent to the period of required
withdrawal. 

Grade Point Average at or Below 2.5: Students who have not
received an academic warning but whose cumulative GPA on at least
24 credits is at or below 2.5 must withdraw for 12 months.

4. Reactivation after Required Withdrawal: A student may apply to
have their file reactivated after sitting out the requisite period of twelve
months. If reactivation is granted, the student will proceed under
Debarment Warning (see 5. below). Reactivation Forms are obtained
from the Office of the Registrar. 

5. Debarment Warning: Status given to students who continue
studies after performance at York or at another postsecondary
institution has resulted in a “Required Withdrawal” or its equivalent.
Students proceeding on “Debarment Warning” must meet the
conditions specified by the Faculty by the time they have taken a
specified number of additional credits after the imposition of the
warning or they will be “Debarred” from University studies.

Students on Debarment Warning must achieve a Cumulative GPA of
at least 4.0 within the next 24 credits taken, or earn a sessional GPA
of at least 5.0 in the session in which the 24th credit is completed and
in each subsequent session until the cumulative average reaches 4.0,
and then must maintain this average. Students who do not fulfill these
conditions will be debarred from the University.

6. Debarment: Students on “Debarment Warning” who fail to meet
the requirements set by the Faculty for continuation of studies or
students whose grade point average based on a specified minimum
number of credits taken after admission to the Faculty or whose
number of failures exceed an acceptable number as specified by the
Faculty are “Debarred” from the University for at least two years.
Students who have not been granted a waiver of the debarment must
apply for readmission to their programs (where permitted) through the
Admissions Office in order to resume studies in a session subsequent
to the period of debarment.

Students whose cumulative GPA falls below 2.5 at any time while on
debarment warning will be debarred. Students who have been
required to withdraw because of their unsatisfactory record and
whose record does not show improvement are debarred from the
University for two years. Students who wish to resume study after the
debarment period must reapply for admission through the Admissions
Office and must provide persuasive evidence that they are ready and
able to complete a university degree program.
8
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7. Debarment Warning Remains in Effect: Students who have been
debarred and who subsequently have been readmitted to the
University once the debarment period has been served remain under
Debarment Warning. Debarment rules also apply to students: (i)
proceeding to a second or subsequent degree through Atkinson; (ii)
taking courses not used for graduation purposes.

8. Probation: Status given to students who are allowed to continue
studies after performance at York has resulted in a “Debarment”.
Students proceeding on “Probation” must meet the conditions
specified by the Faculty by the time they have taken a specified
number of additional credits after the imposition of the Probation
Status or they will again be “Debarred” from University studies.

9. Suspension: A penalty imposed for serious academic offences for
a variable but limited period during which students may not be
registered in the University. This penalty may be imposed only by a
Faculty-level committee which has received authority to do so from a
Faculty Council.

10. Rustication: A sanction terminating the right of students to
continue as a student of the University permanently or for a fixed or
indefinite period of time, imposed by the University Discipline Tribunal
for non-academic misconduct.

______________________________________________________

F. Graduation and Academic 
Excellence

Atkinson recognizes the academic excellence of its students in
appropriate ways. The following honours are recorded on a student's
transcript:

1. Atkinson Sessional Academic Achievement List recognizes the
outstanding achievement of the following students:

(a) Students taking 12 - 17 credits in a given session who have
attained a Sessional GPA of 8.0 or higher.

(b) Students taking 18 or more credits in a given session who
have attained a Sessional GPA of 7.5 or higher.

2. Graduating With Honours Academic Standing: Students with
high grade point averages are eligible for the following honours upon
graduation from Atkinson.

(a) Honours degree, Cumulative GPA as follows:

Summa cum laude, 8.0 or above;

Magna cum laude, 7.8-7.99;

Cum laude, 7.5-7.79;

Dean's Honour Roll, 7.0, with a minimum grade of C in all
major requirements.

(b) Bachelor’s degree, Cumulative GPA as follows:

With Distinction, 8.0 or above;

With Merit, 7.5-7.99;

Dean's Honour Roll, 7.0, with a minimum grade of D+ in all
major requirements.

______________________________________________________

G. Petitions, Grade Reappraisals, 
Appeals

Please refer to the University policy on Petitions and Grade
Reappraisal under the University Policies and Regulations section of
this Calendar.
   2
Students are expected to familiarize themselves with these policies
before taking any steps which may have costly repercussions or affect
their academic progress. Ignorance of the regulations or deadlines
does not constitute a valid reason for a petition.

For further information, contact: The Office of the Faculty Council,
Room 121, Atkinson 416-650-8193, Fax 416-650-8179, e-mail:
akcouncil@mail.atkinson.yorku.ca.

1. Petition: A written request for the waiver of an academic regulation
or deadline. A petition cannot be used to create legislation (i.e. a
degree program) that does not exist. Petitions are submitted to and
considered by a student’s home Faculty.

Petitions relating to a student’s enrolment status in a course will only
be considered if they are submitted within 30 days of the last day of
classes. Such petitions may be considered for a period of up to one
year if they are based on special circumstances.

2. Petitions Procedures: The Committee on Awards and Petitions,
on behalf of the Office of the Faculty Council, considers requests for
exceptions to all Faculty regulations, including petitions to continue
studies without interruption in cases where a student has been
required to withdraw or debarred. Petitions are held in the strictest
confidence. The Committee considers the petition itself, any
supporting documentation (from professors or medical practitioners)
and other relevant information contained in the student's record.
Students may not normally appear in person.

3. Initiating a Petition:

(i) Petitions are:

(a) to be addressed to the Office of the Faculty Council, Room
121, Atkinson and;

(b) to be presented in a petition form (available in the Office of
the Faculty Council) or in the form of a letter in which the
following information is supplied: name, student number, specific
reques t ,  grounds  and  re levant  o r ig ina l  suppor t i ng
documentation such as medical certificates, letters from
employers etc. Students’ petition letters regarding their standing
in a course must be accompanied by a Course Performance
Summary Sheet f i l led out by the Course Director for
consideration by the Committee on Awards and Petitions.

(ii) When a petition appears to be complete and has been processed
by the Office of the Faculty Council, it will be heard at the next regular
meeting of the Committee on Awards and Petitions.

(iii) Students will be notified in writing of the decisions made on their
petitions.

4. Appeal: A written request for the alteration of the decision taken on
a petition or a grade reappraisal generally made to the same level but
to another person, panel or committee.

5. Leave to Appeal: Permission to appeal the correctness of a
decision rendered on a petition or an appeal based solely on the
grounds of either new evidence or evidence of procedural irregularity.

6. Grade Reappraisal: The re-evaluation of tangible work and the
grade assigned to it. Tangible work may include written, graphic,
digitized, modelled, video recording or audio recording formats, but
not oral work.

Note: Students need to be aware that a request for a grade
reappraisal may result in the original grade being raised, lowered or
confirmed.

Note: Students may submit in writing a formal request for a grade
reappraisal to the School or unit in which the course is offered.

______________________________________________________
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